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Bremerton Heroes to be honored Saturday
By Chris Henry

Thursday, October 24, 2013

BREMERTON â€” Six people, including Olympic gold medalist Nathan Adrian, will be
honored Saturday as Bremerton Heroes by the Semancik Foundation.

The foundation gives the award annually to people who have â€œmade our
community a better place to live and our schools a better place to learn.â€

Other honorees are Mike Oâ€™ Brien, Rick Walker, Tony L. Boddie, Glen M. Godfrey
and Myra P. Clodius.

Since 2006, when the award was established, tiles honoring the â€œheroesâ€ have
been placed in the Victory Garden at Bremerton High Schoolâ€™s Memorial Stadium.
Former school district Superintendent Flip Herndon urged organizers and high school
Principal John Polm to create a wall of fame inside the high school commons. Tiles
for 2013 honorees and beyond will be placed inside the high school.

The Semancik Foundation was established in 2000 to honor the late Bremerton High
coach Chuck Semancik, who died in 1999. The foundation has distributed nearly
$100,000 in scholarships since its inception to Bremerton High students and
graduates who have overcome significant challenges, according to Ryan Nickels,
foundation president.

The public is invited to a casual dinner honoring this yearâ€™s Bremerton Heroes at
5 p.m. Saturday in the Bremerton High School commons, 1500 13th St.; $10 per
plate. For reservations, call Marilyn McClelland at 360-473-0808.

This yearâ€™s honorees include:

Nathan Adrian: A Bremerton graduate and record-holding swimming champion,
Adrian won a total of three gold medals at the London and Beijing olympics. He is a
mentor to the Bremerton High School swimming program when his schedule permits,
and he is creator and promoter of a program that provides all of Bremerton School
Districtâ€™s third-graders with swim lessons. The program is funded by the
Bremerton YMCA.

Mike Oâ€™Brien: A West High School graduate, Oâ€™Brien is a former NFL player
with the Seattle Seahawks and was named Kitsapâ€™s all-time best defensive back.
As CEO of Oâ€™Brienâ€™s Auto Group, Oâ€™Brienâ€™s philanthropy extends to
many local and regional causes and organizations, including as a major sponsor of
the Semancik Foundation.

Rick Walker: An East High grad, Walker led the Knights to two state AA basketball
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championships. He has received many awards, including Kitsap Countyâ€™s
Basketball Athlete of the Century. Walker is the creator and executive director of
Sports Beyond, providing low-cost camps, clinics, leagues and tournaments for local
basketball athletes.

Tony L. Boddie: A Bremerton High grad and All-State football player, Boddie went
on to a storied career in professional football. He was Super Bowl XXII team captain
for the Denver Broncos and was inducted into the Kitsap Sports Hall of Fame.
Boddie, Nestleâ€™s retail sales manager for the greater Seattle area, is a volunteer
coach with the Bremerton Knights football team and a motivational speaker.

Glen M. Godfrey: YMCA executive director for more than 25 years, Godfrey
orchestrated the Yâ€™s 1987 move from an outdated structure near the ferry dock to
the Bremerton Family YMCA. Godfrey has habitually donated a large portion of his
salary toward youth programs that promote access to recreation and a well-rounded
life, including the YMCAâ€™s Teen Late Night program.

Myra P. Clodius: A secretary at Crown Hill Elementary School, Clodius is a charter
and emeritus member of the National Alliance on Mental Illness in Kitsap County. She
serves on the Washington Quality Review Team to evaluate and improve mental
health care in a three-county area, including Kitsap. Clodius works in multiple other
volunteer roles and is a recipient of the Kitsap Sunâ€™s Unsung Hero Award.
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